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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 155 


[Abstract:] Relative to the matter of purchasing a re-cutting press for the reduction of heavy 
blanks. 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

December 5, 1888 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox 
Superintendent 


Sir: 


Referring to the matter of purchasing a recutting press for the reduction of heavy blanks, 
about which you have honored me with a request for an expression of opinion: I have to say that 
I fully endorse Mr. Coiner Steel’s request that such purchase be made. The object to be attained 
is one in which I have taken great interest as likely to effect a notable savings of metal, through 
diminished re-meltings, as well as reduction of attendant expenses. 


Furthermore, the reputation of the mint for good work would be enhanced in a marked 
degree, by its improved record for coin produced from ingots treated. | am conversant with the 
experiments alluded to by Mr. Steel, as they were made under my own eye in the machine shop 
of the mint upon material in my charge. The results were so favorable that it seemed desirable to 
get information as to the best make form of power press readily obtainable, suited to the work. 
The result, so far as obtained, is before you in the letter of the Farrell Machine Co., which is 
accompanied by sample blanks (brass), recut on this system. These specimens show a proper 
understanding of what is needed, and excellent execution. 


The correspondence with the Farrell Co. having been informal, and preliminary, I may be 
pardoned the suggestion that this letter be made the basis of an official inquiry as to the nature of 
this offer, and what they expect to accomplish — with such description of feed mechanism and 
devices for pressing the cutter from shavings &c as will enable us to judge of their efficiency. 


The preliminary work done by the Farrell Co. leaves little doubt as to the satisfactory 
nature of their reply, but it would seem to be prudent to have a full expression from them before 
given a definite order. 


Very Respectfully, 
D.K. Tuttle 
M&R 


